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“” “Is thrre na ot!
3. “*My heart is eick

4 thisred ran of Bisod, Well I imov

o Iafwue of the -

{Cm_'Tﬂ_ad rvr B i nirs b

" oeased she dropped her band, glancing up,

and her face was the face of a statue,
wherein the great eyes glowed like embers,
and round them was a ring of purple

shadow.
“Not altogether doae,” she sald gently;

-%the arena must yet be sanded!” This she
- suid having reference to the covering up of

the blood stains a: the gludiatorial shows
with five white sand. *Well," she went on,
syyaste not thine anger on a thing so vile.
1 bave thrown my throw and I have losi
Ve victis!—ak! Ve victis! Wit thou not
lend me the dagger in lhy robe, that here
and now I may end my shame! Noi Then
one woru more, Most Eoyal Harmachis: If
thou cunst, fdrgzet my folly; but, st the
loust, have mo fear from me. 1 am now, 48
ever, thy sorvant and the servaat of our
cause. Farewell!"

And she went, lecaning her hand against
the wall. But §, p:ssing to my chamber,
flung myself upon my couch and groaned in
bi.terness of spirit. Alus! we shupe our

jans, aud by siow dogrecs bulld up our

v of Hope,uever counting on the guests
that . A\sid brine to ~¢ therein. For
who ean guard against—the Unloresesn.

At length I slapt, and evil were my
dreams. When I woke the light of tke
day which should see the red fulliliment of
the plot was sireaming through lhe case-
prent, and t'e bhirds sang morrily among

- ias 1 woke
i upon moe

it There had been u limo when |
don tuls wer of veugeance with

ighteous glow of zesl. And
aow—and now, why, I wonld frankly oive
my roFul Lirthrighkt to be free from its ne-
cessity! Dut,alus! Fhoew that there was
no escape. I muss drain the cupor be fer-
evercast away. I feit the evesof Egypt
watching me, and the eyes of Lzypt's Gods,
1 prayed to my Mother Isis o give me
strength to do this deed, und prayed us 1
bad never praed before; aud, O wonder!
BO UNSWET catue Nay, how was this!
What thien hud loosed tie Luk between us
tha , for Lthe » Goddess deigned
Bo rueply o runl! Could it be
tout 1 bad 't aguinust her!
What had Churmion suld—that I loved Cle-
opatral! Wus thia sickness loye! Nuay, u
thousund times nay!-"twas but the reveli
of Nuture ¢ anst a deed of treachery uod
blood, Tue Guddess dud but try my
wtrength, or percaunce she also turned her
holy countenunce from blood.

{ rose fitled with despat, and went rbout
my work like o smun without & soul. I
couud e £.tul 1ists and noted all the plans
—a¥,in my brain I gathered up the very
wurds of that proclamation of my Royalty
wiich on the morrow I should issue to the
startled world.

“Ciugous of Alexuudria and drellers in
the land of Foypr,” it bogun, *Cleoputrs,
the M.acedonis, hath, by tue commund of
the Guds, suffer-d jasdices fur ber erices—*
Aillbese and otber thiags 1dud, buel dud
them as & 1man without a soul—as a man
moved by o force from without aud not
from willin. Aud so the muoutes wure
away. In the thud hour of the aliwrnoon
1 went, as by appuintinent tixed, to the
house where lodzed my uucls Sepa—that
same housc to which some three months
gone I hud beea brought whon, fur the
first tie, | coleced Alexandria. Aud bere
I found asscinbled la secrel conc.ave the
Jewders of Lie revolt in the city, to Lo num-
ber of seven. Waen I had entorcd und wne
doors were barred, they prostrated thewm-
saives and cr.ed: “Hui'l Pharaoh!" But |
bade thoin rise, suying that not vet wus |
Pharavh, for thecuicken was sildivthoeg e

“Yea, Prince,” said my uncle, *“but his

shows through. Notin wvain hath

I¥pL brooded al these yeurs; an thou

Lot wi. b that dagger-siruko of thiue
sud bow canst thou fuils naught can now
Sop our culrse o victory ™'

“Itis oo the knees of the Gods,” 1 an-
swered

+Nax,™ he sunl, *the gods b.ve placed the
Yissue in 1he bands of a mortai—in tay
b.ads, O Havmacuis !—and there is it sale,
Bee; hera are the last lists. Thirty-ous
tuousisnd moa wao bear ariss are sworn to
Fise Whan Lt s cotne tothem. With-
in five days every eitadel in Egypt wiil be
Imour b, aud then what bave we to
fear! Feon Rowe but Litie, for her haads
are full; uud. besides, we will make al-
liance wih thie Tricmyirate, and, if need be,
buy them off. For of money thereis plenty
in the land, und if mure be wanted thou,
Hurmachis, knowest where “tis stored
aguinst the necd of Khem, and outside the
Romau's reach of arm, Who {s there to
barm us?! There is none. PPerchance, ln
this turbulent cily, there may be wstruggle,
and & counter piot o bring Arsune to
Egypt and set her o the throne,  There-
fore must Alexandria be severely dealt
with—axe. cven Lo destraction, il need be.
And for Arsinoe, those go forth to morrow
on the nows of s Queon's death who shall
slay ber secretly.”

“There rowalus the lad Coesarion,” I
sad. * ome mouthtelaim through Caesar's
son, and Lhe ¢ ol Cleopatra inherils
Cleopatra's riziits. Heremn i: & double
danger.”

“Fear not,” sald my uncle; “‘to-morrow
Cesarion jrins these who begat him in
Amentl. 1 haova male provision.  The
Ptolemies mus: by stumpad ount, so that no
shoot shall ever nz from  that root
hiasted by Heaven® nEeance,™
ans?' [asked ead-

at tha nr

ehild; hahioh O
and gr at Cwsar's wik
murder him.”

¥ai, Do not so chiclen-hear
machis," g2id my une
pils theo, then? 7T }
MWore reason ik ho shoald die. 1
thou murso up o young lion totoar thee
from tho throno!™

“Ba it 80" |
Jeast he is snored
Ianecont of evil, 2

Longwesatta’lowo

's fire and beal'y
"Twas shamo 10

2sh empriee

il by nove
to atay Cloop.: v o
the plot hang intiu
amn e docd
sion. Forthe deu
signal Theso s
mosD wo siaod and,
gacsyd symbol,
bawritten. Aslthen &
weith tears of Lope il Joy st
Eecn black exes. Ho blessed
1y o=l he prlvo his §if-, o
hondrod lives i 10y were s ke
but live to sea Iyt ounce mary o palm,
and me, Hapm 1s, the descen =2t of its
lond, seatled on the
Throne. Forof: truth was he apstoiot fa-
deed, uskir 7 nuiling for imsel?, a=d pie-
dngall things tohis canse. Anl I kKerd
iy in torn, asd thus we paried. Nor in
@id I cver see Lim more who bath
8 rest (hat 83 you is denled to

must be gathered. Atlength Icams tothat
quay where I had Iandod and saw a vessel
sailing for theopea sea. I looked, and in

my heaviness of heart 1 longed to be aboard |
of ber, tobe borms by her white wingsto

some far shore where I m
and, f e

live

whosa deck the passengers wero streaming.
For a moment I stood waiching them, idly
wondering f they wers from Abouthis,
when suddeniy I heard a fumiliar voice be-
side me.

“Lal La'™ sald the voice. “Why, what s
city is this foran old woman to seck her
fortune in! And how shull I find those to
‘whom I am known! As well look forarush
in the papyrus-roil.  Bazouc! thoa knave,
and let my bas..et of simnples lie, or, by the
Gods, 1'il docior thee therewith ™

1 turoed, wondering, and found mysell
face lo face w.th my fosteraurse, Aloua.
Bhe knew me instantly, for I saw ber siart,
but fa tho prosencs of the propls chociued
her surprisc

“Good Bir," she whined, Hfting up her

withered countenaues toward me, aodat
the samo Lime 1 Ui goorat sizn, - by
thy dress thou swouldst be un asirosomer,
and I wus sp 7+ teld to avuid astrono-
miers s a pick of Iying tricksicrs who wor-
slip ther own star oily., Aud, therefore,
acting on the priociple of consraries, which
is law to us women, 1 speak 1o thee. For

gurel™ 10 Y Alexzandris, wwhera all things
s gl <8 astranoditss may ba
s Ny a6 s elearly

ninea tha rosl
% by now outof

".‘“-'l e

h & message 10 thes
menembat ™

s he weld?? I asked

Yea, Leis weil, shough walting; for the

d Les aitssuge?™

It is this: lie sends greeting o thee, and
with it warning that a8 great danger threat-
ens thee, ihough he can not read it. These
are his words: ‘Be sleadfast ind prosper.”

1bowad my head and the words struck a
poew chill of fear ivto my soul

“Whesn is the ti «e!" she asled,

“This very vight. Where gorst thoul™

“T'o the bouse of the honorable Bepa,
Priest of On. Canst thou guide me thith-

“Nay. I may not stey; nor isit wise that
I shiould be scen with thee. Hold!" And I
calied a porier who was uling on the quay,
aud giving him a plece of muney, bade him
guidoe the old wife to the house,

“Farewell,' she whispered — *“farewell
till to-morrow. Bosteadiast and prosper!"

Then 1 turned uad went my way through
the erowded sireets, waerein the people
mude place for me, the asironomer of Cleo-
patry, for my fame had spread abroad.

/A& even as 1 went my footsteps seemed
to beut: Le steulf st! Bea'ea fat! He stead-
fast! 13l at lust it was as though the very
ground cried out its very wurning to me.

CHOAPTEDR XIV.

OF TRE VAILED WORDMOF CIIATM ON: OF THE
PASSTNG OF HALMACH 3 I1XTO THE PRLSLSCE
OF CLEOPATHA OVE (THROW OF HARMAUHIS

Y WAS night, and 1
sut alone wilkin my
chamber, wailin: the

moment when, @8 il

was agrecd, Char.

mion should sum-
mon me to puss down
to Clegpatra. Alone

me lay the dagger that
was to pierce her. Long
und keen 1t wuas, and the
handle was formed of a
sphinx of solidgoid. Alonel
sal, q iestiomng the future;
hut no auswer ciae. At lenzih I looked
up, and behold! Charmion stood before me
—Charmion, no longes gay and brizht, but
paleof faure an | hollow-eyed.

*Royul Hair uachis," sh said, *Cleoputra
summons theo presently, to declare to her
the voices of Lhe stars.”

8o the bour had fallan!

“1t is weli, Charmion, ' [ answered. *Ars
all thisgs in order?!™

“Yoeu, my Lord; ull things are ioorder;
well primed wi h wine, Puulus guaris the
Futes, the cunuehs aro withdrasvn saveones,
the legionar «s s'eep, and already Bepa uad
bis foree lie Lid witbout.  Naugut bas becn
neglected, nnd wo Jamb skipping st the
shamble doors can be more innocent of its
doom than is Queen Cieopatra. '

OIb is well,” Isanid agung “let us be g
ing ' And rising, I placed $he dagreoer in
the bosom of my robe. Taking a cup of
wine tuat =tood uear T drank deep of it, for
food had [ scarce rasted ad that day.

“Oue w rl." she said burriediy, *for it
is wol yct time: jost mght—ab, lusy might!”®
-and ber v heaaved -1 dreswad a
dream that haun.s mo strangely, und per-
crhance ta g also didst dream a dresm.
"Twas all adream and "tis forgotten; is iU
wol so, my Lord{™

“Yea, yea,” 1 saud; “why troublest thou
me thius at such ae oo™

“Nay, 1 know not; but to-nigit, Harma-
clits, Fate is in labor o’ a greal cveat, and
in her paiuful  throes maybup sbhe’ll
crush me in ler grip -meor Luve, or tbe.
twain of us, Harmabis. Anlif that be so
—weil, I'wow. | birar from ture before 'tis
dome, Uit "twas b oought but a dream, aad
thut dream furgor ™

“Yea, “tis ail o draam,’ 1 said, idly;
“thou a~d J, aud the solid earth, and this
bezvy night of terror —ay, sud this keen.
polated & whatare those bat dreams,
sad wis Cace: Lall the wak ngcomel™

+S., now izoa fa 1wt io wy hamor, Royal
Tavaeet’s, As bha sayoest, we drexo;
a we dream yob cun the vision
For wonlerfol are the fantasies
sceie Liat they have no stahil-
=, us vy hke tas vaprous odge of sun-
st coaads, bulvianow 1uis thing and now

A4 now « ark and heavy and now

e vendor, Taerefare, before we
srowr, Lol mo oueword. Is that
ac? _ast nirht, whercin 1 semed to be
q:lery ool end thon di st em Lo laugh
. o fized fintasy, orcan b,
crinoe ‘s ¢ antepanes |
ory wh n that wuki g omes,
wa o[ our s.eep will be more un
‘a mud mose eacnring than are the
* hea i Laey be gachored iuto
ool tie past whero al
Loy, even droanis
(0 is ernsembamer,
Lelit within the Toma

vl grieve if

n."" I replied
Aoy Dot o'er thot vision gomes
. I s:1 whnl was ia my heart.
s aresl Thou ert my cousin
srwcad; more 1 © n nover be to

s vory weil,” she said; “les

s2e > e wear bel e "iwas
1 ragda viul Luin any stamp
it 2 e S ER00 e braw,
For ihou-a, belar bl d by ms own'
folly aud tho 1 vuscatiay Lok, Limew it
mot wi.k thut suile, sur Ciirnien the

siam cled tho bapoiness of youih, Bed
s Ropo of love, unl Larst ssunder we
holy Liaks of duty. Wilitiat su.odid she
consscrato hers=if to cv., did she rcnounce
her countey and ber Gods, and tramp.e on
ber oath Ay, that smiip marks the

of history changed

wover seen it om her

obscure,
, die. Also I saw another
wvessel that had dropped down the Niie, from

face, Octavisnus bdd not bestriddem the
world sud Egypt had once more been free
sad great.

And yet "twas but a woman's smile!
“Why lookest thou thus stranguly, gurl?”

1asked.

*“In dreams we swile,” she snawered
“And now 'Us time: follow thou mes He
firm and prosper, Royval Harmach s!* And
bending forward, she took my hand und
kissed it. Tuen, with ono stracge look, she
turned snd jed the way down the stmr
through the eapty ba'ls.’

In the chamber that i3 enlled the Alabas-
ter Hall, of waich the rvof is upborus by

FAR AWAY FOOOT CHARMION.

columns of black marble, we siayed. Tor'
berond was the private chamber of Cleo
putra, even the same wherein [had seen her
sleeping.

“Abide thoy here,” she said, “while ] tail
Cleopatra ¢f thy coming," and sie glided
from my sile.

For loug 1 stood, mayhap inall for half an
bour, coun’ing my own heart beats and, as
mm a decam, striving to paher up my
strengih to that which lav before me

Az l:igth came Charmion back, bher head
beld low and walking heavily. i

“Cleoputra wists thee,' sho said, *'puss
on, there is no guard." .

“IWhere do I meet thee when what must
be done is done?" [ asiced, hoarsely.

*Thou meeciest we Lere, and then to
Paulus, Be firm aud prosper. Fare thee
well "

And so 1 went; but at the curtiin I
turned suddenly, and there in the midst of
that looely Lamp-lie hall [ saw asirange
sicht. Furaway, in such a fashion that the
light struck full upon her, stood Charmion,
her head thrown back, ber white arms oul-
stretched as though to elasp, and on h'r
girlish fuce a stump of anguished pussion
80 terrille to beaoid that indeed [cun not
teilit! For she believed that I. whom she
loved. was passing to my death, and Lhis was
her last farewell to me.

But of this matter I know nauglt; so
with another passing pangof wonder I drew
oside Lhe curtains, gained the doorway and
stood within Cleopatra’s chumber. And
there, upon a silken couch at 1he fur end of
the perfumed chamber, clud in wonderful
white attire, rested Cleoputra. In her hand
was & jeweled fun of ostrich plumes, where-
with she g ntly fanned herself, and by her
side was her harp of ivory, and a little table
whereon were figs and gobletsund a flusk
of ruby-co.ored wine, Blowly I drew near
through the soft, dim light to where in all
her glowing besuly lay the wonder of the
world, And, indeed, never have I seen her
look so fair as ahe did upon thit fatul might
Couched in ber amber cushions she scemed
to shine as astar on the twilizht's gow.
Fro:n her huir and r bes cams perfume,
from her lips feli music, wud 1 her h aven-
ly eyes all lizhts changed snd guthered as
in the ominous opal’s disk

And this was the woman whom | must
slay!

Biowly I drew pear, bowing as I came;
but she took ne heed. Bhelay there, und
the jeweled fan fliuted 1o ana fro like the
brizht wing of some hovering bird.

At leogth I siwod befory her, and she
glauced up, the ostrich plumes pressed
nguinst hor breast as though to hade its
beanty.

“What ! friend, art thoucome?'* she sawl,
“'Tis well; for I grew lonely here. Ny,
ftisn weary world! We know so many
faces, and so few therese whom we luve
to see asuin, Well, siund not there so
mute, but be sealed.” And she pointed
wiih her lan 10 @ cuven chair that was
plaved nigh to Ler fect.

Qe more [ bowed un | ok the seas.

“I have obeyed the Quecn's desire,' 1
said. *and with moch care and skill worked
ont tho lesson s n? 1+ = are: and hore iathe
reconduiy y iwbor. If the Quoen prrmite
Iwilezponad ivto her.” And 1 rose, m
order that { m ght puss round the couch
and, as she read, stab ber in the back.

“Nay, Harmuenis,” she said quiotiy, nnd
wiihh aslow znd lovely smite. *Bide thoa
where tuou urt, aid give me the writing.
By Berapis! 1Ly face 18 ton comely for me
to wish to lose the signt of it!"

Checked in this my dvsign, I could do
paugzht but hand her the papyrus, L.loking
tomysclf that as shd read I woald arise
suddenly aud plunge the dagger to her
heart. #h 1o0¢ i, and, as she did ro,
touched wy haud. Thenshe made prelense
toread. But no word did sie read, for I
saw that her eyes were tixed upon me over
the edge of the scroll.

“Why plucest thou thy hand within thy
robe? ' shie asked presently; for, indeed, I
clutched thedagger's hilt. “Is thy heart
stirrefi?™

“\ e, O Qacen,” 1said, *it beats high.*

Bhe give no answer, but ouce mure made
pretense to read, sud the whiie she walched
we.

100k couns2l with mysell. How should
1 do the hat~ful deed? 1 I flung myselfl
upon her now she would see me uad seream
und struggle, Nar, 1 must wait achavee.

“The uuguries uwro favorabie, then, Har-
machisi" sle said at length, though this
she must  vo guessed at.

“Yes, O Queen, ' [ answered.

“ *Tia woell, * nnl she castthe writing on
the m rbiv. “The ships shail sall. For,
good or bad, 1 am weary of weighing
chavoes.™

“Ihis is a heavy matter, O Qoecn,™ 1
sald, =1 hud wished o shiow upon what
coreumstance I base my forecast.” |

“Nar, ubsso, Hiraae e 1 h ve wearied
of ike wiys of 8.ars, A bua L.st prophesiod;

that is enough for me; for, doubtless, being |

hanest, thou haat written honeatly. There

| fore, sava thou tay reasoms wad we'll be

merry. Whatshal]l wedot I could dance
to thee Dune therg are who can dance 80
woll—but it wanid scarce be quecaly. Nay,
I bave ft: !'u.la.‘_‘l And, lcaning for-
ward, she raised herself, and, bending the
harp toward ber, struck some

chords. Them lur jow yoice broke out in

D

I;llh.m deep 1 draak e

e e LODK HIERE T

my semsés sull ‘were I ocould
nor

seiber rise. To all who are in arears on their sub.
o? -huun‘ over me, drew scription. and all new subser who
from my robe. pry for oneyear. can nvnil themselves of

“I'vé w.n!" she cried, sbaking back her any of the follvwing lihel
I 1 O ! Bl
lang haiv, “I've won, snd for the stake of r 1ea, Cash must sccompany lbe‘;m!e‘;'“

perfect aod most syrest song. Egypt—wby, twus agume worth playing| -
And thus shesang:  With thls dagger, then, thou wouldst have 4 <= | 3| 3
N <iton the sea, aa | night upon tha skY, sisin me, O my Roval rival, whose 33 | o8 5
Anl musie In our hearts, woflos od midons e’en now are-gathered at my palice EE l=z |53
Llll}l'lh,.lllun'mygm tsoasnll, gate? Art siill awake! Now, what hin. _ il Ll B -
An Wind's kisgg 1o my clon iy Bair dors me that I should not plunge it to < 4 |
Aal ::_‘?q:.::s‘:.mum..ﬂm ms mir | hearti” plunge thy .:e,‘.‘,’.‘.f.'.';,'.";,ﬁ':;nn_ml - : fm s e
] - slar 5ol nigh — wu Mnipes Homestend, | m| =
Av 1 thes thy slag ot ;.:‘:‘o&;:-ml\l‘thj B | hihﬂn‘l ml ::-HJ' Ninm:leﬂ o my breast, Wyt T bl L0 }fu . ::
Vo2 of the heart’s desire sad Love's do- Liin was [ to dis. rewbersell tothe <1 [on's Glabe-Demoornt] 106 13| 200
lishL | Runsas Farmer . 1w 10| =@
! I‘@ull:ﬂ"gnl;rh';'ﬂi;: S R s Y
A'rf,w thstarly Bave. H | '-m sville Home .r'n,.' el 1'nl /@
W ariit aas below, [ T ey Wainw - 4581 ¢ 38| 209
We move w.ih 1.0l ths suns that move, I Phie Crmmimeiitmu - s a1 : i .'.;:
W.ta s it sseas that flow: | Phitadeiphin Weskly l"\'\'-l\1 LER) l:ﬂl 1S
For, bund orir: -, Earth, Sky a3d Sea { L¥n Franetson Rulletin ... 130 18| 15
W eelw houeec reling wail ¢ | Farmers” Felend M 18| o0
Aad Loy hea tdrfiety ua 5 1o, i R oot v M e
1 L. . - W b %
And only Tima stands st IL '. ! lishrsent MR ;_‘3
7 A pienn G rde A 15 !
B:iwe niwo shores of Death we drift, | XY “"',"1“)_ Poot 16a l_..:-. :[‘2
|

Dehind are thiags forgot:

B: ore the tile 's driving sw It
To lands belollen not.

Ab.ve, thossy ‘s f.ran! cold;s
L.lsw, the mouniag ses

Sweeps o'er 1 ¢ Lives that wore of ol
Dut, O Love! k s thou mo

Ab, lonely are the cocan ways,
And dangerous the deep,

A 4 frall the fu ry bark that sirays
Above the s~as sslecp!

A , to 1 n> more at sall nor oar;
We drify, or bond or free;

Qa y ufarshore the break rs roar,
But, O Love! k ss thou me.

And ever as thuu saagesi [ Jdrew near,
Then sudden 8 lonce heurd our hearts that
bea
Fornow l.‘iem wai 81 end of doubt and fear,

Now passions fi.13d my soul a.d led my foet]
Then s lvntd Is. tuou rise, thy love to meet,

Who, sinking on thy breast, kmew naught

but thee,
And in the b py night I kissrd thee, Swoet,

Ah Sweei! between the siarii-htaad the

sea.

The last echoes of bher rich notes floated
down the chaumber aud slowly died away;
but in my heart they rulled on and on. |
bhave heard among the woman si:gers at
Abouthis woices more perfect than the
voice of Cleopa ra, but pever have I heard
ovuaso thrilliing or so sweet wikh passion’s
boney-notes. And indeed ‘twis not the
woice alune; "twas the perfumed chamber
wherein wus set all that cou.d mve the
sense; "twus the passion of tho thought

and words, and the surpassing groce aud |

loveliness of that most rvyal woman wimo

sang them. For. as she sung, almoat did |
1 seem tothink thit we twain were indecd

floating alone with the night, upon the |
wide, dark, summer sei. And when sbe
ceased 1o touch the harp, and, rising, sud-
denly stretehed out her arms toward me,
and, with the lust low notes of souz et
quivering upon her lips, let (1l the wonder
of her eyes upon my cyes, alwost did she

diawmo to her. But I remembered, and l
would not. !

#Hast thou, then, no word of thanks for
my poor singing, Harmuohis?"' alie said at
length. l

*Yea, O Queen ' | answered, spealoing '
very low, for my voice was choked; “bus '
thy songs are not good for the sons of men
to hear—of & truth they overwhelm me!™

“Nay, Harmuchis; for theo there is no
fear,” she said, laughing softiy—‘seciug
that [ kuow how I r shy thoughts arcsct
from womun's besuty and the common
weakneas of thy sex. With culd irom we
m ysafely tor." |

I thought within myself that coldest iron !
can be brough. to whitest heat if but tho |
tire be flerce envueh, But I said naughs,
und, fhough my hand trembled, once mora I
grasped the dugper's hud, and, wild with
fe rotm, own weakness, sot nysclf (o flad |
i neans Lo slay her while yetmy sense re-
maned.

“('ome hither, Harmaclis," she went on,
in her softest voice, *Come, sit by e, and
we wiil tallk tozether; for I L.ove much to
tell thee ™ A she meude plac: for me at
her sude upon the sil .en seat.

Amd I, tunking that I might ihe more
swiltly strike, msaand seated wysed some
liitle way from hor, while, fiiiing baclk
her hewl, she gazed on mwe with her slum-
berous eyra. i

Row wus my occasion, for b r white
throat wned breast were bare, aml, wisha
mizhiy effort, s nee ag.in 1 1itd my hand
to clutch the dugger bile,  Dut. mors quick
thun thought, s'o ceught my fingers i
Ler own aud genuy beld them.

“Why look st thon so wildy, Har
machis?? shesaid. * \rt sick?” '

¢ Ay, sicik indeed,” I gasped.

“Then lean thun upon the cushions aé
rest the ,"” she answered, still holding mjy
bhavd, wherefrom the strength had fled
“The {4 w.l surciy pass. Too long hast
thon l.bored witis thy stars.  How soft Is
the night air thut flows from youder case-
ment beavy with the breath of liies! Hark
1o 1he whisper of the sea lapping aguinst
1be rocis, thut, though faint it is, yet, being
80 s:rong, doth aimost drown thequick, cool
fall of yonder mountuin.  List to Philomel;
lLiow sweet from m full beart of love she
sings ber messuge to ker deur! Surely 'tis
8 luvely night, snd most beautiful is
nature’smusicsung with a bundred voices
frum wind nud trees uud birds and ocean's,
wrink ed lips, and yet sung 11l to tume
Lisien, Hurmachls; something have I
guessed concerning thee, Thou, too, art of
& royul race; no humble blovd pours in
those veins of thine. Burely such a shoot
could spring but from the stock of Princes!
What ! gaz>st thou st the leaf mark on my

« breastl '"Twas pricked there in honor of

Qsiris, whom wi h thee I worship. Be I"

“L.tme beuce,” l'grouned, striving to
rise; but all u y strengih bad gone.

**Nay, not yet awhile. Thou wouldst not
Jeave mo yei! Thou canaf not leave me yet
Darmachis, hast thou never loved 1™

“Nay, rey, O Quecn! What have [t5 do
with love! Litme hence! 1am fuiti—ios
cone!"” :

“Never to have loved ‘'tis strange!
Never to have Luoon sowe wom u-heart
bestsll in 1uuo 1o thine never to bave
seen tlo LFvs of thy adured a-swim with
passion’s teurs as she sighed hur vows
upon th¥ breust! Never to bave loved!—
pever 1o buve Joat thyscil in the mystery
of auother s & ul; nor w bave learned how
Kature cun overcome our naked loneli-
ness, abd with the gulden web of love of
twuin weave oue demiiiyl Why, ‘Lis
nevrs to have Lived, Harmuchis ™

Aud ever o4 slis murmured sbe drew
mearcr 10 e, (il at lust, with o long, sweet
sigl, slie fug oune white arw about my
meck, sbd g rng wiwn me with blue, un-
fat’=manie e:cs, smiled her dars, slow
smi.e, W, Lke an opening flower, re-
veded beiuly wilhin beuuty hidden.
Nearcr sho bent hor queenly furm avd il
more Buar—now her porfomed  bresih
mphﬂ;imwmhlndmherup met

Awl, 7708 is me! in that kiss, more dead-
L‘;—‘ mUre s.rong than the embruce of

b, were forguiten Isis, my Hesvenly <. :
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